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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE QUEEN:

The Queen was delighted to learn that so many musicians from across 

the Commonwealth will take part in “The Commonwealth Resounds!” concerts. 

Her Majesty sends her warm good wishes to all involved.

Copyright www.royalimages.co.uk



Foreword by Commonwealth Secretary-General 
HE Rt Hon Donald C McKinnon

The awesome power and impact of music cannot be measured. Yet, despite our 
difficulty in measuring and categorising it, music has formed a central and inspirational
part of human life ever since the first drum was beaten and the first conch was blown at
the dawn of civilisation. Those sounds were never recorded, but they still reverberate
through our musical heritage.

The Commonwealth is well placed to appreciate how powerful music can be. Our family
of nations stretches across all the continents and oceans, and also traverses cultural,
religious, ethnic and artistic lines. So, too does music – it does not recognise or become
constrained by fences and boundaries. Indeed, it overcomes them.

Thanks to modern communication, there is greater access than ever before to music
and musical talent worldwide. The digital age has enabled curious music lovers, at the
click of a button, to listen to or download music from around the globe and experience
in their homes, schools, colleges and community centres the rich sounds of our diverse
family of nations.

Music can inspire, comfort, lead, follow, and affect us in countless other ways. It is a
marvellous way to engage and enjoy the cultures of others and to discover common
goals and aspirations. But more than that, music binds us together. Today we can hear
Maltese and Nigerian fusions, African influences in music from South Asia, and the
sounds of the steel pan from the Caribbean fused with Western pop. We share music
and we have the opportunity to share the emotions that come with it.

The Commonwealth Resounds! will bring more than one hundred musicians together 
to celebrate the depth and breadth of talent to be found in our  organisation, and to 
underline in sound what we some times struggle to say in words or other ways:
Commonwealth music, in all its riches and richness, touches people indelibly today as 
it always has. For me, above all, music is pleasure.

Don McKinnon
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Music is defined as the art or science of arranging sound in notes
and rhythms to give a desired pattern or effect.

It is always hard for anyone to conceive a world completely void
of music. All of us today take it for granted that we shall be 
surrounded by music of all kinds, using melody and harmony and
complicated rhythms and other musical forms. 
Music has existed from time immemorial, no matter how 
primitive the people. It has always taken a large part in people’s
lives. Music is certainly a means of communication, a universal
language, and is indeed a dynamic and unifying force that has
the power to overcome all social and economic confines. 

The Commonwealth Resounds! will be providing another 
opportunity for young performers from all over the Commonwealth,
with extraordinary musical talents representing different cultural
traditions to perform in front of an international audience.

It is indeed a pleasure for me that Malta shall be playing host to
such a cultural experience, and whilst wishing all participants
success, I am confident that Malta will provide the ideal setting
for these up and coming musical talents to embark on a 
successful career in the musical field.

HE Dr Edward Fenech-Adami
President of Malta
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Message by the President of the Republic
of Cyprus, Mr Tassos Papadopoulos

on the occasion of the cultural events of the
Commonwealth Heads of State and
Government Conference 2005 in Malta 

I take this unique opportunity to extend my
warm greetings to the participants in this
multicultural event taking place within the 
framework of the Commonwealth Heads of
State and Government Conference 2005 and
the Commonwealth people’s Forum, which 
is being hosted in Malta.  

I have no doubt that the various activities,
taking place, will demonstrate and highlight
the crucial and extremely beneficial role of
music in promoting and fostering the spirit
of mutual understanding, friendship and 
fraternity among the peoples of the large
Commonwealth family, but also among the
peoples of the world in general.  

I express my deep satisfaction that Cyprus is
making her significant contribution to this
outstanding event through the participation
of its State Orchestra. Our small country has
always espoused the lofty ideals and 
principles on which the Commonwealth is
founded and for the prevalence of which we
have all been struggling with devotion and
determination. 

I wish every success to your cultural 
activities.

11 October 2005

Between November 25 and 27 our country
will be living a momentous moment when
53 Heads of Government from all over the
Commonwealth converge in Malta for
their biannual meeting which will discuss
various highly critical issues.  

Related to this important event, during 
the last two weeks of November Malta

will host the Commonwealth Youth Forum, the Commonwealth
People’s Forum and the Commonwealth Business Forum. 

These gatherings of people and peoples have led musicians from
India, Pakistan, Africa, Jamaica, Fiji, Australia, Cyprus, the United
Kingdom and Malta to take part in The Commonwealth Resounds!

The Manoel Theatre which was built by Grand Master Manoel de
Vilhena in 1731 making it one of the oldest theatres in the
Commonwealth, will provide a memorable venue for this festival.
Also, it is not a coincidence that the opening ceremony and the
first executive session of CHOGM are being held at the 
Mediterranean Conference Centre, which was the former Sacra
Infermeria of the Knights of Malta, one of the foremost hospitals
of its time!

The Commonwealth is committed to democracy, the rule of law 
and good governance. Being spread over all the continents, the
Commonwealth is also committed to a structure built on a diversity
of cultures and identities that make it unique. The Commonwealth
Resounds! is an activity that promotes diversity in music which is
the truly ‘international language’.

My congratulations to the organisers and all the participants of
this spectacular event. Such activities promote understanding
between the people of the Commonwealth.

Rt Hon Dr Lawrence Gonzi
Prime Minister of Malta

I am thrilled to have Trinidad and Tobago's national 
instrument, the steelpan, the only musical instrument to be 
invented in the 20th century, share centre stage with other 
cultural expressions at this year's CHOGM in Malta.

The Honourable Patrick Manning
Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
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I am very pleased the Australian Government
has brought to Malta the internationally
renowned Australian concert pianist, Simon
Tedeschi, to perform in The Commonwealth
Resounds! concert to be held at the Manoel
Theatre in Valetta, as part of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting cultural
programme.

It is most appropriate that Simon will be 
performing with the Cyprus State Orchestra
and Maltese tenor, Joseph Aquilina, given
Malta and Cyprus’ close community ties with
Australia.

As a gifted young Australian musician, Simon
Tedeschi typifies the talented performers
Australia is exporting to the world. Australians
can be proud this outstanding Australian 
concert pianist will be performing at a number
of CHOGM related cultural activities in Malta
being organised by the Commonwealth
People’s Forum. I congratulate all those
involved in this excellent cultural programme.

John Howard
Prime Minister of Autralia



I am delighted to have had the opportunity
to support The Commonwealth Resounds! 
a unique Anglo-Maltese initiative that
enables musicians from all parts of the
Commonwealth to meet and for the first
time perform together in Malta.

This project will be one of the highlights of
the Commonwealth People’s Forum linked
to CHOGM and I extend my best wishes to
all musicians and organisers. I also thank
all those who have supported the event,
particularly the managements of hotels
where many international groups and 
musicians are staying.

I am certain that CHOGM and The Common-
wealth Resounds! will again demonstrate
Malta’s great potential for hosting similar
great events and cultural exchanges.

Dr Michael Refalo
Maltese High Commissioner,
London

Following the attainment of independence in 1964 one of Malta’s first
decisions was to join the Commonwealth of Nations, a multicultural,
multiracial, multilingual and multi-religious organisation.

The multicultural musical event The Commonwealth Resounds!
represents the internationality of the Commonwealth and helps in
fostering understanding between the people of the member States.
The Commonwealth Resounds! is a spectacular multicultural 
event featuring Maltese musicians, singers and composers and 
performers from all over the Commonwealth. 

That, together with the fact that Malta is hosting this year’s CHOGM,
shows that the size of a nation is in no way a disadvantage in the
Commonwealth. I should like to appeal to all participants of 
The Commonwealth Resounds! and of all other activities that are
being organised for CHOGM, to take this opportunity to visit our
places of interest, our historical and cultural sites that go back
7,000 years. This will give our guests the opportunity to delve
through the history of mankind in an island 316 square kilometres
in area with heritage sites within an easy distance away from each
other. Make your stay in Malta a truly memorable experience.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech
Minister for Tourism and Culture, Malta
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Malta gears up to welcome the Commonwealth!
People from all corners of the world will converge on Malta in late November for a week of intense sharing,debate and 
celebration. The occasion is the Commonwealth People’s Forum – the CPF – which will run from 21 to 25 November. 
The heads of government of Commonwealth countries – an association of 53 countries co-operating to promote under-
standing, democracy and development – will hold their two yearly summit meeting in Valletta. Held, since 1997, at the
same time as this official summit, the CPF aims to celebrate and strengthen the connections that exist between people
and their organisations in Commonwealth countries.

The theme for the CPF is ‘Networking Commonwealth People’. Networking in this context refers not only to ensuring 
that people in all Commonwealth countries have access to information technology, and can use IT as a tool to combat
poverty, but also to how we can network as people to bring about change for the better. Discussions will focus on 
sustainable development, how to achieve economic justice, and what is needed to achieve the development goals set
out by the recent UN summit.

The main venue for the CPF 2005 will be the Mediterranean Conference Centre (MCC) in Valletta. One of the major activities
is an exhibition of the work of people’s organisations. This exhibition, open to the public, will be held between 21st and 23rd
November, and will include space for performances and an ‘arts and crafts’ area. In the exhibition, people’s organisations
from Malta and around the world will show examples of their work and demonstrate the contributions they are making to
development and democracy in the Commonwealth. The exhibition is open from 9 am to 8 pm and entrance is free.

A cultural programme, including performers both from Malta and further afield , will also be held at the Exhibition Hall 
on the same dates, between 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm and in the evening between 6.00 pm and 8.00 pm. Music, folklore,
dancing and other performances will also be staged at various localities around Malta and Gozo.

The cultural programme will be enhanced by the participation of ‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’ This Anglo-Maltese 
initiative will bring together the Cyprus State Orchestra on their first-ever visit to Malta, outstanding musicians from the
Caribbean, Ghana and the South Pacific and two very promising young artists, an Australian pianist and a Maltese harpist.

The CPF also offers activities for children. These include a “Shoebox Project”, which will see children from schools in
Malta will link up with their counterparts from different Commonwealth countries via the internet to exchange experiences
and ideas. A second activity will include singing by a school choir, a gymnastics display, the making of a giant collage
and music by the Royal Marines Band. 

Another strand of CPF activities is a series of workshops, seminars, discussions and dialogues for people’s organisations.
These meetings, taking place from 21 to 23 November, will be a medium for people’s organisations across the Commonwealth
to exchange ideas, share information and make plans to work together on global issues in a Commonwealth context.

A further major activity in the programme will be a one-day workshop on Faith and Development which takes the form of
a dialogue on the role of faith-based organisations in democracy, development and cultural understanding across the
Commonwealth. 

Prime Minister Lawrence Gonzi will inaugurate the Commonwealth People’s Forum at a special Opening Ceremony at the
Mediterranean Conference Centre on Sunday 20 November. The final day of the CPF, Friday November 25, will be ‘Gozo
Day’, which sees the whole show move to Gozo for a day of culture, a final discussion and the CPF closing ceremony at
the Gozo Sports Complex.

The CPF is organised by the Commonwealth Foundation, an international organisation which works to promote good gov-
ernance and democracy, sustainable development and culture and diversity in Commonwealth countries. It has worked
with a Maltese steering committee and the Maltese government, along with its Commonwealth-wide group of advisors,
to stage the CPF.

The Commonwealth People’s Forum has become the pre-eminent gathering for Commonwealth people interested in
bringing about change. It has become the Commonwealth civil society summit, bringing together a cross section of civil
society organisations, professional associations and cultural groups. It is an opportunity to connect to the Commonwealth
and its values of human rights, democracy and sustainable development. Malta is unlikely again to see such a diverse,
truly international gathering of peoples. If you are interested in improving people’s lives, fighting poverty and strengthening
democracy and human rights, then this is the gathering for you.

The Commonwealth Foundation welcomes The Commonwealth Resounds! as a valuable part of the series of civil 
society and cultural activities taking place in Malta under the banner of the Commonwealth People's Forum this
November. We hope that the people of Malta, and the participants in the People's Forum and other events, who are 
coming to Malta from around the world, will appreciate the opportunity to be exposed to sounds and voices from other
cultures. The Commonwealth is rich in cultures, and the Foundation, as the Commonwealth body mandated with 
promoting culture, believes that greater cultural exchange and understanding can only contribute to bringing about the
goals of peace, mutual harmony and equality for which the Commonwealth strives.

DR MARK COLLINS Director RUDO CHITIGA Deputy Director ANDREW FIRMIN Programme Manager, Culture and Diversity 
and SETH LARTEY Programme Manager, Governance and Democracy
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The Commonwealth Resounds!
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The Commonwealth Resounds!
This unique project was originally conceived by Alison Cox (UK) and Dorothea 
Sultana de Maria (Malta) as an imaginative means of bringing outstanding
musicians from different cultural traditions to collaborate and perform 
together in Malta. 

The project was envisaged to highlight and create some unique and far-reaching
opportunities for talented Maltese musicians, and to enable a large number of
outstanding international musicians of  different ages and from a variety of
cultural traditions to collaborate with one another under the umbrella of the
Commonwealth People’s Forum. 

The Commonwealth Resounds! will be a celebration comprising large-scale main
concerts and a range of smaller events using Maltese musicians and celebrated
performers and ensembles from different parts of the Commonwealth.  

The main concerts will follow a format devised by Alison Cox for a special 
concert given at Buckingham Palace in the presence of members of the Royal
Family on March 1st 2005 as part of a Royal Music Day. This concert featured
musicians from many of the major ethnic and cultural groups in the UK.

The full version of The Commonwealth Resounds! a two-hour event, will be 
performed twice during the CPF/CHOGM week at Malta’s beautiful National
Theatre, Teatru Manoel, which will host a performance of the full programme
on Thursday 24th November. This performance will be held in the presence of
the Secretary–General of the Commonwealth, the Rt. Hon. Donald McKinnon. 

A second performance of the full version of the event will take place in 
Gozo’s magnificent Aurora Theatre on Friday 25th November, in collaboration
with Victoria Local Council. 

All groups involved in The Commonwealth Resounds! will give performances in
venues throughout Malta and Gozo, in events organised by the Commonwealth
People’s Forum and the Steering Committee and by local town councils during
the week beginning Monday 21st November. These include a performance for 
schoolchildren from De La Salle College; collaboration between Commonwealth
musicians and Maltese artists in Gallery G, Lija; participation in the
Mediterranean Centre as part of the Commonwealth People’s Forum Exhibitions;
and representation in Gozo Day’s Closing Ceremony. 

Our thanks go to all countries who have supported their musicians, enabling
them to travel to Malta and participate in these very special inaugural 
performances of The Commonwealth Resounds! There have been many exciting
ideas and suggestions for future development of this project. Surely creative
musical collaboration between nations is one of the best ways of enabling us
to celebrate our differences rather than fighting about them?
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The Commonwealth
Resounds!
Charity Gala Concert at the 
Royal Commonwealth Society
18 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2         

Thursday 17th November at 7.00pm

To celebrate the opening of the RCS’s new Auditorium 
in the Commonwealth Club, with highlights from The
Commonwealth Resounds! a spectacular multicultural
musical event, starring the internationally renowned soprano,
Patricia Rozario, and featuring outstanding performers from
different parts of the Commonwealth, to be presented in
Malta as part of the Commonwealth People’s Forum linked
to CHOGM from 21 – 26th November

Ngati Ranana Maori group
Maori Greeting Ceremony

Koo Nimo Trio from Ghana
Dr. Daniel Amponsah guitar
Osei Kwame John seprewa
Emelia Yaa Fosua dancer

Trio (first Movement) Claude Debussy 
Hannah Grayson flute
Rosalind Ventris viola
Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp

Jamaica
‘Addios Carnage’ (with video projection)
Lloyd Reckord actor, writer

Asian group
‘Mera Naghma’ (My song) composed by Sarah Francis
Sarah Francis (Pakistan) vocalist
Gouri Choudhury (Bangladesh) vocalist
Abdul Sattar (Pakistan) tabla
Sanjeet Singh (India) sarangi
Tim Rossell keyboard

Malta
Andante (from violin sonata no 2)
Bach, arranged for harp by Marcel Grandjany
Cecilia Sultana de Maria solo harp

This performance is dedicated to the victims
of the South Asia earthquake

Four Maltese Folk Songs – Carmelo Pace
Representatives from Cantores Sancti Juliani Choir
Zara Ameen, Christina Dalli, Karen Darmenia, Maria Grima,
Rebecca Micallef, Glorianne Spiteri, Lara Tanti, Maria Elena Tanti
Directed by Lino Attard

Celebrity Guest Artist
Patricia Rozario soprano
Mark Troop piano

Charity Appeal and Raffle 

Tickets: £10 members, £15 non-members
to  include complimentary glass of wine and
cash-bar reception afterwards
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This concert will be followed by a reception for friends 
and supporters of the Royal Commonwealth Club and 
‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’

With special thanks to the following:
Stuart Mole OBE, Director-General of the Royal
Commonwealth Society
Ruth Hidalgo, Sales and Marketing Manager 
Agnes Micallef, assistant to Cantores Sancti Juliani



Commonwealth People’s
Forum performances
in the Mediterranean Centre,
Valletta, Malta

Monday 21st November  18.00–20.30pm

Koo Nimo from Ghana

Cantores Sancti Juliani Choir
directed by Lino Attard
Four Maltese Folk Songs

Tuesday 22nd November 18.00–20.30pm

Young musicians from the Purcell School
performing a new work by Maltese composer
Jesmond Grixti

The Aepia String Quartet from Cyprus           

Wednesday 23rd November 18.00–19.30pm

Ashe Performing Arts Ensemble from Jamaica

Ngati Ranana Maori Group
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Tuesday 22nd November 
6.00-8.00pm 
Royal Commonwealth 
Society Reception

St James Cavalier
Centre for Creativity
Valletta, Malta

featuring the Koo Nimo Trio from Ghana

Dr. Daniel Amponsah guitar
Osei Kwame John seprewa
Emelia Yaa Fosua dancer

Tuesday 22nd November
7.30pm
Sir Temi Zammit Hall,
University of Malta

The Cyprus State Orchestra
featuring the brilliant young Australian pianist 
Simon Tedeschi and the popular Maltese tenor
Joseph Aquilina
Conducted by Simon Wills

With special thanks to Francis Zammit Dimech,
Minister for Tourism and Culture,
H E Richard Palk, High Commissioner for Australia
and Michael Aquilina, organiser and promoter of 
this prestigious concert

Wednesday 23rd November
10.00am
Special performance for pupils 
and staff of De La Salle College
Cottonera, Birgu, CSP09, Malta

Ngati Ranana Maori Group

The Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force 

Steel Orchestra

With special thanks to Brother Martin Borg 
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Thursday 24th November
6.00pm
Orchestral Concert 
at the Suncrest Hotel
Qawra Coast, Malta

The Cyprus State Orchestra

Simon Wills conductor
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Thursday 24th November 7.30pm
The Commonwealth Resounds! at 
the Manoel Theatre

Official opening of concert by the Commonwealth Secretary-General

All groups in this performance represent music from different cultural 
traditions across the Commonwealth

1 The South Pacific
Ngati Ranana Maori Group from New Zealand
Maori Greeting Ceremony

2 Asian
A unique collaboration between musicians from
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
coordinated by the Noor Jehan Centre

3 Caribbean
Ashe Performing Arts Ensemble from Jamaica

The Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force Steel Orchestra

I N T E R V A L

4 Music from the Western Classical tradition
The Cyprus State Orchestra

Simon Tedeschi piano (Australia)
conducted by Simon Wills

Harp solo Cecilia Sultana de Maria

The Purcell School Trio from the UK 
Hannah Grayson flute, Rosalind Ventris viola, Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp

5 African
Koo Nimo from Ghana, leading exponents of Ghanian folk music

6 Malta and Gozo
Ghaqda Folkloristika Tal-Qiegha
Traditional Gozitan Folk musicians

Cantores Sancti Juliani Choir from Malta
Four Maltese Folk Songs
directed by Lino Attard
Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp

With thanks to HE Richard Palk, High Commissioner for Australia

and to Tony Cassar Darien, Artistic Director, Manoel Theatre
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Friday 25th November
at 3.45pm

Gozo Day Closing Ceremony
The Sports Centre, Gozo

The Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force 
Steel Orchestra

Ngati Ranana Maori Group 
from New Zealand

Friday 25th November at 7.30pm
The Aurora Opera House, Gozo

The Commonwealth Resounds!
In collaboration with Rabat Local Council
All groups in this performance represent music from different cultural 
traditions across the Commonwealth

1 The South Pacific
Ngati Ranana Maori Group from New Zealand
This group will open the concert with a Maori greeting

2 Asian
A unique collaboration between musicians from
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh coordinated by 
the Noor Jehan Centre

3 Caribbean
Ashe Performing Arts Ensemble from Jamaica

The Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force Steel Orchestra

I N T E R V A L

4 Music from the Western Classical tradition
The Cyprus State Orchestra 
conducted by Simon Wills

Harp solo Cecilia Sultana de Maria 

The Purcell School Trio from the UK 

Hannah Grayson flute, Rosalind Ventris viola,
Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp

5 African
Koo Nimo from Ghana 
leading exponents of Ghanian folk music

6 Malta and Gozo
Ghaqda Folkloristika Tal-Qiegha
Traditional Gozitan folk musicians
Cantores Sancti Juliani
Four Maltese Folk Songs
directed by Lino Attard
Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp
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Saturday 26th November
at 1.00pm

Chamber concert 
at Palazzo Carpo
Victoria Hotel 
Young musicians from the UK
Trio (first Movement) Claude Debussy 
Hannah Grayson flute
Rosalind Ventris viola
Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp

‘Tom, Tom, the Piper’s Son’ Benjamin Britten
sung by Isabel Wroe Wright and 
Samuel Alexander

Koo Nimo Trio from Ghana
Dr. Daniel Amponsah guitar
Osei Kwame John seprewa
Emelia Yaa Fosua dancer

The Aepia String Quartet from Cyprus
Wolfgang Shröder violin
Sorin Alexandru Horlea violin
Vladimir Tkatchenko viola
Aude-Marie Auphan cello

This concert will be followed by a reception

Saturday 26th November
3.00pm onwards

Cultural Party 
at Gallery G 
4 Sir Ugo Mifsud Street, Lija

Ten of Malta’s most talented watercolour artists 
collaborate with musicians and other performers
from Ghana, New Zealand, Malta, the UK, South
Africa and Asia, most of whom are performing in
The Commonwealth Resounds!

Artists and musicians will meet and interact with
the public as well as with one another.  Artists will
paint and sketch on-the-spot scenes of the garden
and musicians performing and improvising in 
different rooms and spaces.

Artists
John Martin Borg
Jeni Caruana
Debbie Caruana Dingli
Anna Galea
Anna Grima
John Grima
Tonio Mallia
Andrew Micallef
Maurice Tanti Burlo’
Kenneth Zammit Tabona

Gallery G is a beautiful 17th Century Palace built for
Maltese nobility that has recently been converted
into a gallery and events venue.

Special thanks to Lija Local Council and Magda Magri

Naudi, Mayor and to local sponsors who have kindly 

provided wine, refreshments and invitations.

Event Organisers:

Carmen and Philip Grima, Louise Cutajar and Alison Cox
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Ever since it opened its doors, the 
Suncrest Hotel has played a significant role
in supporting various cultural and 
philanthropic activities in Malta. Besides
supporting the St. Paul’s Festival and World
Tourism Day this year, the Suncrest Hotel
has the pleasure of hosting the Cyprus
National Orchestra for the duration of
CHOGM this November. 

The Cyprus National Orchestra will also
perform at the Hotel’s Poseidon Room on
Thursday 24th November 2005.

Proud to be sponsoring
The Commonwealth Resounds!

Clear blue Mediterranean sea, promenade, water sports, diving,
mouth-watering dishes, cocktails, music entertainment, fun, accommodation,
conference facilities, spacious banqueting rooms… What do all these
things have in common?

Hotel Suncrest.

Situated just a few metres away from the water’s edge and Qawra’s most
popular promenade stretching to the town of St. Paul’s Bay, the Suncrest
Hotel offers all the facilities for an activity holiday with tradition of Maltese
hospitality and service.

The Suncrest is a complete establishment. All rooms are equipped to 
4 star standards with a variety of inland and sea view rooms, family rooms,
suites and superior suites and undisturbed views of the Mediterranean –
ideal to unwind from the stress back home. Families with kids are most
welcome. A fun boat with water slide within the pool lido is unique on the
island and there is also a separate kids’ pool for their safety. An interesting
entertainment agenda offers a sizzling programme. This includes a kids’
club as well  as a programme of activities for adults.  

Conference and incentive groups are not new to the well-trained team –
state of the art equipment is available for any special occasion, product
launch, symposium, lecture or banquet. The Poseidon Suite which seats
up to 350 persons is supported by three
syndicate rooms, which can also be used
for separate events.

The Pavilion Restaurant, it-Tokk, Cascada,
Sun and Surf Lido, La Piazza Bar,
Reflections discotheque are the hotel’s
proud food and beverage outlets.

The  Suncrest. The island on an island.
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PALAZZO 
CAPUA

Victoria Hotel
Sliema, Malta

applauds 

the launch of this 

exciting initiative

Formerly a royal residence 

and over 200 years old, 

Palazzo Capua evokes 

a bygone age of grandeur 

and elegance offering a 

unique hotel experience, 

a superlative palace 

venue for weddings and 

celebrations

www.victoriahotel.com/capua
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Sponsoring
Musical Enterprise!

Park Hotel
Graham Street, Sliema

4 star category
www.parkhotel.com.mt

A contemporary hotel in the heart of Sliema,
the Park Hotel is situated only 100 metres from
one of the most popular seafront promenades
on the island. Its traditional service and variety
of modern amenities satisfy the most demanding
holiday guest. Corporate clients and small
groups have made the Park the most sought
after establishment in the area of Sliema. 
Buses to places of interest, popular night-spots,
pleasure boats and shopping centres in Sliema
are all within a comfortable walking distance 
of the hotel.

24 Hour Reception
Pool Bar
Internet Facilities
Continental Buffet Breakfast
Park Side Lounge Bar
Camilla Restaurant/Cafe
Entertainment - Live music on some nights
Gym, Sauna, Massage
Whirl Pool - Indoor Pool 
Roof Top Pool and Sun Terraces

Paul Mellor Photography

wishes all success to

The Commonwealth

Resounds!

www.paulmellorphotography.co.uk

The Commonwealth Resounds!
expresses gratitude for 
sponsorship from:

The Suncrest Hotel

The Victoria Hotel

The Park Hotel

Atlas Insurance Limited

Attard & Co 

J Grima & Co Ltd

Martin Wess

UNESCO

Martin Wess Design 
wishes this event

a flaming grate success

www.martinwess.co.uk

36 37

PHOTO:M
ALCOLM

 CROW
THERS



Performers at The Commonwealth Resounds!
Ngati Ranana

Initially establishing itself in 1951 as a
support group for Maori residing in the
United Kingdom, London-based Ngati
Ranana has grown into a cultural group
of over 50 members. 

Since then, Ngati Ranana has represent-
ed the culture of the indigenous Maori
people of Aotearoa/New Zealand around
the world including the UK, Canada,
Scotland, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands
and the United States. 
A primary aim of our Club is to provide
our members with developmental oppor-
tunities and experiences around the
world through the promotion of Maori
culture. Ngati Ranana is based on our
cultural values of whanaungatanga
(kinship), manaakitanga (hospitality) and
kotahitanga (unity).

See photo on page 14

Ashe

Ashe is a Non-Government Organization
that is highly involved in community
building on many levels: the performing
arts; Afro-Caribbean culture and social

intervention. Ashe started in 1993, and
has toured extensively throughout the
world, including such places as Thailand,
USA, Canada, Europe, Latin America and
the Caribbean. Ashe has received much
acclaim for excellence in the field of the
performing arts as well as for its unique
and innovative approach to education.  

The Ashe Caribbean Performing Arts
Foundation is one of the leading 
professional English-speaking Caribbean
performing arts companies. Ashe 
specializes in Edutainment, Entertainment
and Jamaican/Caribbean traditional
dances, songs drumming and culture.
Ashe leads the way in using the perform-
ing arts and other innovative approaches
to inspire and empower people 
throughout Jamaica and the Caribbean.

Ashe’s artistic presentation is a testament
to the dynamism of Jamaican and
Caribbean music, dance and culture – and
it showcases the culture at the highest
level of performance. The performance
pieces in the repertoire planned for Malta
includes: Afro-Caribbean Dances; Reggae
Music; Jamaican Dancehall; Folk songs
and Classic Jamaican standards.

Ashe from Jamaica are hoping to be able
to come to Malta in November and 
perform in ‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’
hosted by the Commonwealth People's
Forum linked to CHOGM 2005.

UNESCO has generously agreed to sponsor
two of their musicians. At the time this
programme went to print, Ashe were still
trying to secure enough financial 
assistance to enable the rest of the group
to participate. We are including this 
information about them in the hope that
they will be able to represent Jamaica in
this exciting event.

The Commonwealth Cultural Circle

Koo Nimo

Koo Nimo is the stage name of Dr. Daniel
Amponsah the leading Ghanaian folklore
musician who has a career spanning
over 4 decades in the writing and 
performing music. An excellent guitar
player, Koo Nimo has over the years used
his music both as a source of entertain-
ment as well as vehicle for commenting
on important issues of the times. 
Koo Nimo has performed in many parts
of the world and his musical style has

attracted a wide following including
those who have based their PhD theses
on his work. Koo Nimo has received
many awards throughout his 
distinguished career and served on many
national bodies in the fields of 
broadcasting, education and copyright
legislation. 

For this trip Koo Nimo is joined by Osei
Kwame John of the Institute of African
Studies, University of Ghana and Emelia
Yaa Fosua. Osei Kwame John will be
playing the Seperewa, the six stringed
traditional lute and Emelia Yaa Fosua
will provide additional vocals and 
dance.

Trinidad & Tobago Defence Force
Steel Orchestra

This prestigious Steel Orchestra are well
known and highly respected, not only in
Trinidad and Tobago but also on an 
international level throughout the world.  
They are greatly in demand as performers,
and have achiived considerable success
in competitions, including the National
Pan Ramajay Competition, ‘Pan is Beautiful’
(July 1996) Music Festival competition,
where they were placed third, the
National Panorama Competition for
Traditional Steel Orchestras (February
1997) where they were placed first 
playing "Mirror Mirror" and most notably,
in  June 2005  they performed at the
World Steel Band Music Festival 2005

which were held at the Madison Square
Garden, New York where the Trinidad and
Tobago Defence Force Steel Orchestra
were placed third in the world.

In June 1997 they were invited by the
33rd Regiment French Forces in the
Antilles, to perform at their First
Anniversary Celebrations in Martinique.
This was the first in what has now
become an annual event for the 
orchestra. Between the years 1997 to
1999 the band participated in the St.
Peter's Day competition in the Traditional
Band category and achieved a hat-trick‚
playing Amazing Grace‚ What a Friend
we have in Jesus‚ and Blessed
Assurance.

In 1997 and 2000 the band performed at
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the internationally acclaimed Edinburgh
Military Tattoo. The orchestra is the only
marching steel band in the world and 
performed nightly to audiences of over
10,000, which were an outstanding 
success – so much so that they were
invited back yet again in 2005 when they
fulfilled 24 performances which ran over a
3 week period on the Castle Esplanade.
These engagements were visited by
217,000 spectators who were on hand to
witness this fabulous cosmopolitan 
programme of music, colour and action.

In November 1999 the orchestra was invited
to perform at the Anzac Military Tattoo in
Sydney Australia, where it rendered yet
another creditable performance.

The orchestra has also been invited to 
perform in Bremen Germany (January 2002),
where they performed before thousands
with outstanding success. In 2005 they
travelled and performed in Ireland

At present the management team of the
band comprises of the following:
Lieutenant Colonel Lindsey Mitchell
(Officer in Charge), Warrant Officer Class 1
Rolston Nicholls (Manager), Staff Sergeant
Kenneth DeBique (Public Relations),
and Sergeant Leon Nurse (Captain).

The Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force
Steel Orchestra has created yet again
another milestone in its quest to world
stardom in the 21st century!

Cantores Sancti Juliani Choir

The Cantores Sancti Juliani was founded
in 1982 by Ms Elvia Agius for children –
boys and girls from the age of 6 upwards.
Throughout the years the choir has given
numerous performances for important 
venues and occasions in Malta and Gozo as
well as abroad. It has earned a reputation
as a unique Cathedral Children’s Choir in
Malta and boasts of a wide repertoire 
consisting mainly of sacred works.

In January 1996 Baritone Lino Attard was
asked to help further the development of
the choir, and has since then worked
together with Ms. Agius to instill love for
music in the young choristers.

In March 1998, the choir participated suc-
cessfully in the International Choir Festival
“Orlando di Lasso” held in Rome and the

Vatican City where it was placed second in
the voci bianche category and was awarded
a special medal for the best youth 
participation. During the same year it 
participated in the non-competitive
International Children’s Choir Festival at
the Mdina Cathedral along with other 
children’s choirs of international repute.

At the beginning of the new millennium,
the choir was honoured by the International
Choral Federation for participating in the
Federation’s Singing for Peace & Justice
project along with 180 choirs from all over
the world. The choir received a Diploma for
its participation helping it to further enhance
its reputation among the international
choral community.

In January 2000 the Choir was given a big
ovation at the Manoel Theatre where it
participated in a concert organised by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the occasion
of the Migrants Convention. In June 2000
the choir participated in a choral festival of
Sacred Music at the invitation of the
Liturgical Secretariat and held at St. John’s
Co-Cathedral where it excelled in its 
presentation.

In August 2000 the Choir won 3rd Prize at
the highly competitive XLVIII International
Choir Festival “Guido D'Arezzo” in the 
children’s choirs’ category held at Arezzo
in Italy. During the same month the choir
was bestowed with the title “Children’s
Choir of the European Union” and was
made a member of the Federation of Choirs
of the European Union – an indication of
the choir’s excellence and progress.

The Cantores Sancti Juliani, in conjunction
with the Fondation Internationale de Malte,
hosted the French Youth Choir of the
European Union, the Ensemble Vocale de la
Sainte Chapelle de Paris accompanied by
their Conductor Prof. Francis Bardot who at
the time held the Presidency of the Council
of the European Children’s Choirs. Cantores
gave two joint concerts with the French
choir, culminating in the very successful
one at the Mdina Cathedral in Malta.

On the occasion of the Pastoral visit to
Malta by His Holiness Pope John Paul II,
the Cantores Sancti Juliani formed the
backbone of the massed national children’s
choir that was organised for the occasion.

In September 2003, the Choir was invited
to sing as the guest Choir at the opening
of the 1st Choir Festival of Mediterranean
Choirs organised by the National Italian
Foundation for Regional Culture in 
association with the Accademia del
Mediterraneo and held in Naples and 
continued its engagements with a tour of
the most important cities in Italy.

Today the Cantores Sancti Juliani Choir
continues to go from strength to strength
and has exciting plans for the future.

Cantores Sancti Juliani

1st Voices
Barbara Jacqueline
Barbara Kenneth
Bonnici Hanna
Borg Giampiero
Borg Pardo Luka
Borg Pardo Martina
Busuttil Naomi
Camenzuli Sean
Conti Luka
Conti Philippa
Cuschieri Charlene
Darmenia Karen
Farrugia Michela
Felice Mary
Galea Naomi
Gatt Arlene
Grima Francesca
Grima Maria Angela
Micallef Rebecca
Said Daniela
Sammut Francesca
Sargent Gabriel
Spiteri Glorianne
Tedesco Triccas Rachel
Tedesco Triccas Tiziana
Troisi De Menville Althea Georgiovan
Xuereb Marielle

2nd Voices
Abela Rachel Marie
Ameen Midja
Ameen Zara
Aquilina Marilene
Aquilina Michela
Barbutu Anthea
Busuttil Svetlana
Camenzuli Sarah Jayne
Conti Martine
Dalli Christine
Dalli Michela
Dalli Michelle
Demanuele Adriana
Farrugia Diane
Farrugia Kelly
Gatt Ilenia
Grixti Jessica
Tanti Jeannette
Tanti Lara
Tanti Maria Elena
Zammit Alamango Nakita

Director Lino Attard

Lino Attard

Lino Attard was born in Sliema, Malta in
1947. He studied with Dame Soprano
Antoinette Miggiani in 1966 and later with
Soprano Juliette Bisazza. He studied History
of Music and interpretation in Bel Canto
with Mro. Paul Nani. In 1976 he studied
vocal technique and interpretation with
Prof. Blagovesta Karnobatlova Dobreva,
the Dean of the Conservatory of Sofia,
Bulgaria. He continued to actively participate
in masterclasses in vocal pedagogy with
the same Professor until 1994.

In October 1980 Lino made his Operatic
Debut at the Manoel Theatre, the national
theatre of Malta, in the Opera Caterina
Desguanez by Carmelo Pace, singing the
role of Paolo. Later on during the same
year he was conferred with Le Palme
Accademiche by the Academia del
Mediterraneo from L’Istituto Italiano per il
Mediterraneo.

Between the years 1980-96 he sang a
wide ranging operatic repertoire, interpreting
various roles in a most distingushed and
highly-acclaimed career.

In 1989 Lino Attard set up an extremely
successful “Opera Studio” for young
Maltese and Gozitan Singers in Malta
under the distinguished pedagogical 
guidance of Prof. Blagovesta Karnobatlova
Dobreva.

In 1996 Lino was asked to help in the
development of the children’s choir hailing
from St Julian’s. Since then he dedicated
himself to train children in the art of vocal
technique and interpretation. The result of
hard work in this regard started to bear
fruit when the Cantores Sancti Juliani 

achieved a string of international successes
in festivals and competitions. As a result of
this, Lino was appointed member of the
Council of the Federation of Children's
Choirs of the European Union and the
Cantores Sancti Juliani was bestowed the
title Malta's Children's Choir of the
European Union following which he was
invited to attend and actively participate in
workshops for choir conductors, particularly
the ones organised by the European Choral
Federation for affiliated choir masters.

In February 2001 he was entrusted with
the organisation, formation and direction of
a massed national children’s choir on the
occasion of His Holiness Pope John Paul
II’s visit to Malta.

In September 2003, Lino Attard was invited
to direct the Cantores Sancti Juliani at the
opening ceremony of the 1st Festival for
Choirs of the Mediterranean, organised by
and held in Naples.

In 2004, he founded the Malta Chorale, an
SATB Choral formation. The aim of this
was to give opportunities to the elder
members of Cantores Sancti Juliani to 
further their singing activity and explore
different repertoire.

In October 2004, Lino Attard was appointed
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
National Orchestra of Malta.

Ghaqda Folkloristika Tal-Qiegha 

George Mifsud
Maria Mifsud
Joseph Mercieca
Franklin Farrugia
Emanuel Galea
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Cyprus State Orchestra

The Cyprus State Orchestra was established
by a decision of the Council of Ministers in
1987, and since then it has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the promotion of music
and has been a stimulating presence in the
music life of Cyprus. With a rich repertory
of more than 20 programmes annually, it
presents concerts in all the towns of the
free part of Cyprus. The Cyprus State
Orchestra has also participated in various
festivals and other official events of the
State with Baroque, Classical and
Contemporary works and foreign light music.

It has performed premieres of works by
foreign as well by Cypriot composers such
as Solon Michaelides, Phanos Dymiotis,
Sofia Serghi, Ayis Ioannides, Savvas Savva,
Andreas Charalambous, Nicolas Economou,
Fedros Kavallaris, Evagoras Karayioryis,
Mikis Costeas, Nikos Troullos, Nikos Vihas,
Aris Tsigaras, Constantin Papageorgiou,
Vasos Nikolaou, Marios Hlia Ioannou,
Constantinos Stylianou, Andreas Moustoukis
and others.

It has collaborated with notable foreign and
Cypriot soloists and ensembles like
Vladimir Ashkenazy, Piotr Plawner, David
Cohen, Cyprien Katsaris, Martino Tirimo,
Demetris Sgouros, Christodoulos
Georgiades, Evgenia Kanthou, Georgia
Michaelidou, Haris Hadjigeorgiou, Marios
Papadopoulos, Constantinos Stylianou,
Nicolas Constatinou, the Wilanow String
Quartet and others.

The “Educational Programmes” constitute
a significant innovation in the activities of

the Cyprus State Orchestra. The object of
these programmes is to develop the 
aesthetic education and generally to foster
love for music among children. They include
educational concerts, visits by performers
to schools during music lessons and major
projects with the creative participation of
pupils, performers and composers. The
“Educational Programmes” have since
their introduction in October 1999 been
organized in cooperation with the Primary,
Secondary and Technical Education.

The first Artistic Director of the orchestra
was Ayis Ioannides, who was succeeded in
1998 by Roland Melia. For the period
September 2002 – September 2005,
Maciej Zoltowski held this post.

In addition to the concerts in Cyprus, the
Cyprus State Orchestra gave concerts also
in Greece, Germany, Demark, Bulgaria,
France and the United Kingdom.

With special thanks to The Ministry of Education

and Culture of the Republic of Cyprus and 

The Musicians' Guild of the Cyprus State

Orchestra

Mr Pefkios Georgiades
Minister of Education and Culture of Cyprus 

Cyprus State Orchestra,
Malta 2005
Leader: Wolfgang Schröder

1st Violins
Andreas Tsitsaros
Janna Sargerson 
Petros Papacostas
Anna Zebranowska
Krasen Penev
Antonis Bargilly
Charalambos Stylianou
Robert Hovhanessyan
Sorin Alexandrou Horlea

2nd Violins
Eypros Christodoulides
Leonidas Tsitsaros
Barbara Plousiou 
Pawel Ruszkowski
Varvara Merzlova
Haroytioun Toumaian
Costakis Papageorgiou

Violas
Ewa Bartmann
Vladimir Tkachenko
Amanda Konstantinou
Krzysztof Wrobel 

Cellos
Aude-Marie Auphan
Liranta Papaneocleous
Rita Serghides
Stavros Petropoulos 

Double basses
Nicos Ioannou
Yiannakis Ioannou

Flutes
Svetlana Ristic
Virginie Bove

Oboes
Emmanuel Rey
Laura Rodgers

Clarinets
Dusko Zarkovic
Aggelos Aggelidis 

Bassoons
Giovanni Galetti
Miriam Butler

French horns
Kelly Alijani
Catherine Barron

Trumpets
Gareth Griffiths
Andreas Giannakouras

Timpani
Nicolas Papageorgiou

Aepia String Quartet

Wolfgang Shröder violin
Wolfgang Schröder’s solo career has
included performances with the Bavarian 
Chamber Philharmonic, Munich Philharmonic,
Stuttgart Philharmonic Orchestra, Czech
Symphony Orchestra, Salzburg Chamber
Philharmonic, Nuremberg Symphony, and
Israel Soloists Ensemble among others
As an active chamber musician, in 1992
he founded the Belcanto String Trio and
since 1996 has regularly performed as the
violinist of the Trio Parnassus, with which
he has also made a number of acclaimed
recordings. In September 2001 the Trio
Parnassus received the prestigious Echo
Classic Award , for their complete recording
of the Schumann piano trios.

He has appeared as part of the “Great
Performers Series” at Lincoln Center New
York, and the “Masters Series” in London`s
Wigmore Hall. He also has been invited to 
major chamber music festivals such as the
Kuhmo chamber music festival in Finland,
the Open Chamber Musicians Seminar at
Prussia Cove (England), the West Cork
Festival in Ireland and the International
Music Festival Middelburg (Holland). He
was the artistic director of the European
Community Chamber Orchestra (ECCO)
from 1993-1995. Since 1998 he has been
leading the Camerata Stuttgart, while in
January 2005 he was appointed concert-
master of the Cyprus State Orchestra.

Sorin Alexandru Horlea violin
Sorin is a  graduate of the Ciprian 
Porumbescu Music University in Romania.
He has played in the Radio Chamber and
Philarmonia Chamber Orchestras in
Bucharest, the Bucharest Opera and, in
particular, the George Enescu Philharmonic
In 2000 he was appointed member of the
Lebanese National Symphony Orchestra,
where in 2003 he became the assistant
concert master.

During his five years there  he frequently
performed as a soloist and in various
chamber music groups, as well as in 
concerts of other musical styles including
jazz and folk. In 2005 he moved to Cyprus
to play with the Cyprus State Orchestra
after a successful audition in 2004. He is

also an  associate violin tutor of the
Cyprus Youth  Orchestra .

Vladimir Tkatchenko viola
Vladimir Tkachenko was born in 1973  in
Volgograd city, Russia, and studied at the
Saint-Petersburg's state Conservatoire.
Vladimir graduated from the Conservatoire
in 1997 and joined the Volgograd Symphony
Orchestra. At the same time he worked as
the associate principal of the viola section
in the Musical Theatre there. In 2000-2003
Vladimir worked with the Cairo Symphony
Orchestra in Egypt. In 2003 he was
appointed Principal viola of the Cairo
Chamber Orchestra. In 2005, after a 
successful audition, Vladimir was appointed
sub-principal viola of the Cyprus State
Orchestra.

Aude-Marie Auphan cello
Born in France, Aude-Marie Auphan 
graduated from the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama in 1999. From 1997 to 
1999, in parallel to her studies in England
she worked regularly with the Orchestre
National du Capitole de Toulouse. She
arrived in Cyprus in 1999 following  her
appointment as Principal Cellist of the
Cyprus State Orchestra. In Cyprus, in 
addition to her orchestral work, Aude-Marie
Auphan also appears regularly as a chamber
musician, and considers collaboration with
living composers, a priority.

She has established ongoing collaborations
with artists from other fields, particularly
dance and theatre.

Aude-Marie Auphan is a professor of Cello
at the Ethnikon Odeion Cyprus, as well as
for the  scholarship programme of the 
Cyprus State Youth Orchestra.
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Concert Programme
Tuesday 22rd November

Sir Temi Zammit Hall
University of Malta

The Cyprus State
Orchestra
Conducted by Simon Wills

Programme to include

Rossini
Overture – ‘La Scala di Seta’

Mozart
Piano Concerto No19 in F K459

Haydn
Symphony no 104 in D
‘London’

Simon Tedeschi (Australia)
piano
Joseph Aquilina (Malta) tenor



Imagine musical history as a single song
… sweeping and swelling across the 
centuries. Beginning in distant millennia,
from perhaps the purest musical source of
all – the human voice hails this beginning
of time, with echoes of eons gone by.
Mera Naghma (my song) composed by the
young Pakistani singer/songwriter Sarah
Francis at the age of 15, is an astonishing
blending of Pakistan and London, Christian
and Muslim, ancient and modern and
introduces us to a world of universals,
smashing apart centuries of worlds 
divided.

From the depths of the human heart the
voice of semi-classical ghazal song joins
in. Emerging from each generation, love
songs are always alive. The ghazal is no
exception. With roots in Persia around
1000 CE, Ghazals are sung today in
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Malaysia.
The sound is brought to The Commonwealth
Resounds! by Gouri Choudhury of Bangladesh,
trained in semi-classical music from 
her youth.

Sublime as vocals may be, rhythm is the
spice of life! Perhaps tapping one’s fingers
was the pre-cursor to drums which were 

mentioned in India’s Vedic writings as early
as 4000 BCE. It takes another five thousand
years for the fantastic sounds of today’s
hide-covered tabla drums to come onto
the world stage. The Tabla accompaniment
is played by Abdul Sattar, who travelled
from Pakistan to join the  ensemble for
this astonishing performance.

The flute, forerunner of all woodwinds is
possibly the least unaltered of all instruments.
India’s own bansuri (bamboo flute) is also
certainly ancient, featuring in the Vedas,
where it is credited as a source of musical
knowledge itself. Picking up on the vocals,
echoing the vibrations of the strings, flutes
calls forth a sigh of wonder a journey into
sonic pleasure.

The physical sound properties of strings
were of great interest to the Greeks,
perhaps they had heard of their complexity
from the Vedas. The strings of the santoor
are neither bowed nor plucked: instead we
hear the ringing of the hammered 
dulcimer, it is played by two metal forks.

Shifting our gaze from the past to the
future, in 19th Century India, a bowed
instrument bearing an otherworldly sound
enter the fray. Not quite human but not 

quite non-human, the sarangi uniquely
imitates and dances about a person’s voice.
Aptly named ‘one hundred colours’, it
stretches the horizons of musical creativity.
It is an essential component not only of
Mera Naghma, but also more modern
compositions, like ‘Happy I found You’.

Gouri Choudhury plays the hand-pumped
organ, the harmonium which originated in
France around 1840. Introduced into the
sub-continent soon after, it has all but 
disappeared from Europe whilst becoming
a major  asian instrument. Gouri
Choudhury brings its windy tones to life.

We have arrived at the dawn of a new
Millennium. Electronic music enables
young musicians like Sarah to play the
sarangi, backwards! Sounds unimagined
fill our minds. Words and worlds collide,
never to part again.

Cultural boundaries have merged, young
musicians have created new spaces for all
of us. Gone are fixed identities. The future
is young, fresh and as surprising as some
of the sounds created by the Asian group
of The Commonwealth Resounds! 
Malta 2005.

The Asian group

Sarah Francis (Pakistan) vocalist/composer

Gouri Choudhury (Bangladesh) vocalist

Abdul Sattar (Pakistan) tabla

Sanjeet Singh (India) sarangi

Qutub Uddin (Bangladesh) flute

Tim Rossell (England) keyboard
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The Asian group

Sarah Francis

Award winning teenager British/Pakistani
Sarah Francis amazed the world after 9/11
by raising money for Afghan Refugees and
bring nations together through her song,
‘Voice of Freedom.’ Her efforts to use
music in the reconciliation of nations was
recognised by a nomination for the
Pakistan President’s Pride of Performance
Award and the prestigious UK Beacon
Prize for Young Philanthropist, awarded at
a ceremony in 11 Downing Street, 2004.
Now seventeen and still training her voice,
Sarah commands a range of over four
octaves! Sarah draws her musical 
inspiration from the rich traditions of the
Indian subcontinent and the vibrant 
international music scene of London.

Gouri Chowdry from Sylhet, Bangladesh
has been trained in semi-classical style
since childhood. Her soft vocal style has
been warmly acclaimed. Recently she has
been recognised by Best Singer Awards
from Bangla TV, ATN Bangla TV and in
2005, NTV Bangladesh.

Abdul Sitar spent sixteen of his many
years as a professional tabla player
accompanying the renowned Pakistani
qawwali singer, Aziz Mian, working with
him until his death. Abdul Sitara is widely
travelled and known for his commitment to
musical excellence.

Sajeet Singh 

Tim Rossell
It is rare for a western-trained musician 
to be able to flow with the improvisation
that is characteristic of the music of 
sub-continent, but Tim Rossell is eagerly
sought after by Asian and western 
musician alike for his wide ranging 
keyboard skills. Tim works with Sarah,
creating music expressing her wide vocal
range to the full.

NJ Arts
A Multi-cultural Arts Centre with 
a difference…

● Situated in one of the most culturally 
diverse cities in the world.

● An Asian-inspired ethos for the 
encouragement of excellence in the 
performing arts.

● Annual NJ Festival – all ages sharing 
their skill and creativity with their 
community.

● Workshops, tuition, advice, networking.

● A chance for people of diverse 
backgrounds to enjoy the work of artists
in our midst.

● Opportunities for artists to work together
to create sounds and artwork we have 
never heard before!

● Organising charity fund-raising events 
for causes chosen by our artists.

www.noorjehancentre.org

Patrons:
Sir Cliff Richard OBE

Ustad Zakir Hussain
Ustad Sabri Khan

The Royal Commonwealth
Society’s expanding
Commonwealth Club – 
‘A New Commonwealth
Centre’
The Royal Commonwealth Society’s recently refurbished
Commonwealth Club is a modern and stylish private mem-
bers’ club located just off Trafalgar Square. The Houses of
Parliament, Westminster Abbey, Piccadilly Circus and Leicester
Square are only a short stroll away.

This magnificent venue provides one of London’s most 
distinctive settings for members and guests. This expanded
home of the Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) will be a
dynamic multi-cultural Commonwealth Centre offering greater
space for higher quality member facilities and larger 
conference and meeting rooms. Fully equipped with state of
the art conference and banqueting facilities, the Club is one of
the most versatile venues in London. Sleek and individually
furnished function rooms, including a 200-seater auditorium,
offer a variety of areas to host corporate and private events
including meetings, conferences, gala dinners, west end show
and film premieres, press conferences and weddings. Room
capacities range from 5 in smaller meeting rooms, 200 for
conferences, 250 for dinners and 850 for receptions.

A member of the Club’s dedicated events team will be
assigned to the client and ensure stress free arrangements
and peace of mind.

Member benefits and facilities include:

● A unique restaurant offering a different menu every week 
prepared by renowned 5 star Chef, Mark Page.

● Members-only bars offering snacks and drinks, including an 
extensive range of carefully selected Commonwealth and 
international wines

● Internet Café

● Access to private members’ clubs worldwide

● Members’ discount on room hire

● Access to international networks

● Discounted rates on accommodation

● Special membership fees at Holmes Place Health Club

Exclusive but informal, whether for business or pleasure, the
Commonwealth Club is the perfect venue for those looking for
a central London location, excellent facilities and personal
service in a multicultural and friendly environment.

For further information, visit www.rcsint.org or contact:

Events enquiries: events@rcsint.org
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7766 9224
Membership enquiries: membership@rcsint.org
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7766 9203

Cecilia Sultana de Maria is one of the performers taking part in The

Commonwealth Resounds! one of the highlights of the Commonwealth

People’s Forum linked to the 2005 Commonwealth Heads of

Government Conference in Malta.

Drawing together talented musicians from across the world, The

Commonwealth Resounds! promises to be a life-changing experience

for everyone involved, but unfortunately some excellent young musicians

from struggling communities were not able to afford to come.

Cecilia explains why she has decided to set up her fund…

“I have been fortunate enough to have been able to follow my ambitions

to study music and I am grateful to my family, teachers, friends and all

those who have supported me so far. I realise however that there are

people in some parts of Africa, Asia and the Caribbean, who struggle

to survive on a day-to-day basis, and who have not had the same

opportunities as me.

“Every talented musician deserves a chance to be heard by others at

some point in their lives and I think it is incredibly unfair when children

are unable to make the most of their gifts. I see this event as a means

of creating unity between countries through music which is something

that joins us all together, regardless of wealth, race, or religion. This is

something I feel is a great strength of the Commonwealth and I hope

will be continued for many years to come.

“I also hope that we shall be able to stay in contact with the young

people we bring to Malta after the event has finished, so that they can

keep singing, playing music and feeling hopeful about their future.”

Cecilia tried to raise £50,000 to enable groups of young performers to

come and take part in this special event. In spite of her hard work and

determination, alas some groups were not able to afford the fares, and

therefore were unable to come to Malta to perform with her as she

had hoped.

Cecilia would now like to use her fund to continue try raising money to

enable talented young musicians to attend future events of this kind,

and she would be very grateful for any help that people can give her.

If you are kind enough to consider making a donation, it is easy to do

so. Contributions can be paid directly into The Purcell School’s account

no.76571416; sort code 30-16-07 (quoting reference “CFYM”).

Alternatively, cheques should be made out to ‘The Purcell School’ * and

sent to the following address:

Cecilia’s Fund for Young Musicians, c/o The Purcell School, Aldenham

Road, Bushey, Hertfordshire WD23 2TS, U.K.

Your help and support will make a real difference and be greatly

appreciated.

* The Purcell School is a Registered Charity no 312855 and has generously agreed

to support Cecilia’s wonderful project and help her with administration of her fund

CECILIA’S FUND FOR 
YOUNG MUSICIANS
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The Purcell Trio

Hannah Grayson flute Hannah was born
in Surrey in 1988 and started studying
the flute in 1997. In 2001 she was a
woodwind prize-winner at the Junior
Academy in London and in 2002 she
toured Italy with the North East Hants
area schools Wind Band. Before becoming
a member of the National Youth Orchestra
in 2003, Hannah was principal flute of
the National Youth Children’s Orchestra.
Since 2002 she has been studying with
Anna Pope at the Purcell School where
she holds a scholarship under the
Government’s Music and Dance Scheme.
Besides her ambition to be a flute player,
Hannah is a keen dancer, netball player
and is interested in drama.

Rosalind Ventris viola began the violin
at the age of six and viola aged eight,
and continues to play both instruments,
learning with Erika Klemperer and Ian
Jewel. She has attended the Purcell
School since 1999 where she holds a
scholarship under the Government’s
Music and Dance Scheme. In 2000 she
attended the Lionel Tertis International
Viola Competition where she received the
Ruth Marcus Bursary. She has played a
number of times in the Wigmore Hall and
at St. John’s Smith Square and has 
additionally played in such venues as the
Purcell Room and St. Martin-in-the-Fields.
As well as being at music school she
was a member of Junior Guildhall from
1995-2005. At the end of the last
semester she received their end of year
String Prize. In 2006 Rosalind has also

participated in the Lincoln and Lincoln-
shire International Chamber Music Festival,
where she led two complete Haydn
String Quartets. This December she will
be participating in a trip to Prague with
Pro Corda (the national school for young
chamber music players), to play in
Shostakovich’s String Quartet No. 9.

Cecilia Sultana de Maria harp Cecilia
was born in Bath in 1989 and in 1994
began studying the piano under Robert
Moody. In 2000 she started the harp with
Jan Walters and in 2002 she accepted a
place at the Purcell School where she
holds a scholarship under the Govern-
ment’s Music and Dance Scheme.
Cecilia’s current teachers are Daphne
Boden and Christopher Ross. She was
the winner of the North London and
Richmond Festivals. She is principal harp
in the Royal College of Music Junior
Department Symphony and Chamber
Orchestras and the London Schools
Symphony Orchestra. Cecilia has given
many concerts in the UK and Malta
including performing for the Maltese
President. She has played at Kensington
Palace, in the Houses of Parliament, at
St. John’s Smith Square and the Wigmore
Hall in London.

The Purcell School

Founded 40 years ago, The Purcell School
is Britain’s oldest specialist school for
talented young musicians. In 2003 the
School was awarded the UNESCO Mozart
Gold Medal in recognition of its unique
contribution to music, education and
international culture. The School’s patron,
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HRH the Prince of Wales, accepted the
award at a special ceremony at the UNESCO
headquarters in Paris. Pupils study a full
range of subjects with a special emphasis
on Music. Our proximity to London gives us
access to the eminent international musi-
cians who comprise our teaching faculty.
Most of our pupils go on to Music College
and some take up places at Oxbridge or
other Universities.

We are proud of our consistent success in
national and international competitions.
However, the School is not a hothouse:
visitors are struck by the friendly atmos-
phere and cheerful sense of purpose. We
have an extensive programme of Outreach
and Community work. We go into primary
schools, train teachers, and are partners to
maintained secondary schools. Entry to the
Purcell School is by audition. The Govern-
ment’s Music and Dance Scheme ensures
that qualifying pupils join the School on
the strength of their musical potential 
irrespective of their parents’ ability to pay.
Others are supported by generous Trusts
and benefactors.

If you have not yet visited us, please come
to one of our daily recitals at home in
Bushey or join us at one of our many
London concerts. If you would like further
details of Purcell events or a tour of the
School please contact:

The Purcell School, Tel. 01923 331100
info@purcell-school.org
www.purcell-school.org

Jesmond Grixti Composer

Born in Malta, Grixti currently lives in
Melbourne. Having been awarded an
Italian Government scholarship, he studied
composition with Franco Donatoni first at
the Accademia Musicale Chigiana in Siena
and then at the Accademia Superiore di

Musica in Biella. While a student at the
Conservatorio G.Verdi in Milan, he also
undertook a course in conducting with
Emilio Pomarico at the Civica Scuola di
Musica in the same city. He is also a fellow
of the London College of Music at Thames
Valley University. In 2002 Grixti was
awarded the degree Master of Music at
the University of Melbourne, where he now
teaches orchestration and twentieth century
music techniques in the Faculty of Music.
He is also currently a doctoral student,
studying composition with Professor
Brenton Broadstock. His doctoral studies
are sponsored by Janatha Stubbs, MBE.

Grixti's music preserves the external 
formalities of traditional music, suggesting
elaborate procedures, but his conception
and approach is atonal/modal. His compo-
sitions demand from the performers an
exceptional precision and intricacy of
interpretation. He exploits the extreme
instrumental possibilities and makes use
of outlandish effects in vocal parts, due to
text manipulation. His works evolve 
organically with a sense of fluency and
inevitability and his music has been
described by various music critics as full
of energy, creativity and with its own 
particular sound atmosphere.

Grixti's music has been performed during
international festivals and competitions in
Europe, Japan, Australia and America.
Recently his concerto for guitar and
orchestra received its world premiere in
Europe by the National Orchestra of Malta.
The concert was graced by Princess Anne
of England and his composition for harp,
violin and violoncello was  in the finals in
Tokyo. The work was performed by the
ensemble contemporary Alfa during the
Spring Exhibition of Contemporary Music
2004 organized by the Japan Society for
Contemporary Music.

His orchestral cycle Canitcum Melitense
was in the finals organised by The Found-
ation Orchestra, Nevada USA. To Destiny,
music for recorder and harpsichord was
awarded the 2nd prize (1st prize not
awarded) in the Australian National
Composers Competition for recorder 2004.
Recently Grixti has been invited as a visiting
scholar at Indiana University school of Music.

Programme Note:
Cantus in Honorem Claudii Debussy

This piece is built on two contrasting yet
blending gesture design. These are the
rather lyrical wide spacious phrasing and
the minimal-pointillist rhythmical impulse.
These two elements serve as the 
‘corner-stone’ to establish a solid structure
throughout and create a macrostructural
tension and release interdependency.
The flute and viola part overall provide
more of that exhilarating harmonic and
chant-like quality touch. The piece is
enriched with gentle sonorities, special
effects and modal harmony.

Simon Tedeschi Piano

Simon Tedeschi was born in Sydney in
1981. In 1994, he entered his first 
International Piano competition in Italy.
There he was voted the “Most Outstanding
Performer in all Youth Sections” as well as
winning most of the adult sections as well.
As a result of this competition, Mr. Tedeschi
toured the USA in 1995That same year, he
had a private audience with Luciano
Pavarotti and performed for him.

In 1996, Mr. Tedeschi attended the Van
Cliburn Institute, Texas, for 3 weeks, which
accepted only 20 pianists worldwide. He
was one of only three chosen to perform a
Mozart Concerto with the Fort Worth
Orchestra. He has recently performed with
the Queensland Symphony Orchestra and
the Sydney Symphony. Simon Tedeschi
was the subject of an Australian
Broadcasting Corporation documentary,
Australian Story, screened in1999.

He has been recorded by Sony Classical
label, and released his debut CD in May
2000. He was subsequently nominated for
a MO Award as Classical Performer of the
Year and for an ARIA award – Classical
Record of the Year.

2000 engagements included performances
in the  Adelaide Festival, an extensive
recital tour for Musica Viva, guest appear-
ances with the internationally-acclaimed
harmonica virtuoso Larry Adler on his
Australian tour and a performance for  the
Dalai Lama at his fund-raising concert in
London in December, 2000. He has also
appeared at the Edinburgh Festival and St.
John’s, Smith Square – performances
which moved Larry Adler to comment that
“…he is one of the finest Gershwin 
exponents I have seen…reminds me of
the young Rachmaninoff…”.
In 2001- 2, Simon Tedeschi performed
with theSydney Symphony Orchestra,
Sydney Youth Orchestra and toured 
extensively for Musica Viva Australia with
guitarist Slava Grigoryan. He won the 
keyboard section of the Royal Overseas
League Music Competition in London
2002, and performed for the Dalai Lama at
the Sydney Opera House, as part of his
mid-year trip to Sydney. Also in 2002, he
gave a concert tour of Mexico as part of
the Cervantino Festival.

In early 2003, he performed Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue at the New South Wales
Premier’s Australia Day Concert in Sydney.
He also recorded Leroy Anderson’s Piano
Concerto with the Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra and appeared in recital with
classical guitarist Slava Grigoryan
In 2004-5, he toured for Musica Viva,
travelled to Japan for performances with
Leigh Warren & Dancers. 2005 has already
incorporated recitals in Italy, the opening
recital for the Australian Pavilion at the
World EXPO in Nagoya, Japan and a 
performance at the invitation of the Governor
of NSW for their Royal Highnesses the
Crown Prince and Princess of Denmark.
Simon was later invited back to Nagoya,
Japan, to perform in EXPO Hall for
International Marine Day.

Simon has recently recorded Tchiakovsky’s
1st Piano Concerto and Grieg’s Piano
Concerto with the Queensland Symphony
Orchestra under the baton of Richard
Bonynge, which will be released in
September 2005. In November 2005,
Simon has been invited to be the soloist
with the Cyprus State Orchestra for per-
formances linked to the Commonwealth

Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM)
which will be held in Malta.

Charitable performances have a prominent
part in Simon’s performing schedule; this
year alone sees performances for the
Karuna Foundation in support of
Cambodian orphans, the Mater Hospital
and a Gala Concert in the Sydney Opera
House for the Wayside Chapel. Simon
Tedeschi is the Roving Ambassador for The
Australian Children’s Music Foundation.
He was recently awarded the Centenary of
Federation Medal by the Governor General
of Australia.

www.simontedeschi.com

Joseph Aquilina Tenor

Joseph commenced his vocal tuition with
Profs. B.K.Dobreva at the Malta Opera
Studio and later with tenor Paul Asciak.
He attended intensive vocal master classes
in London. Presently, he is being coached
by Juliette Bisazza Zanni.

He is the winner of the ‘Melita-Rossia’, and
finalist in the ‘Premio Scienza e Musica’
Lyrical contests held in Malta and Italy,
respectively.

Joseph regularly performs opera, operetta,
oratorio, sacred, modern and romantic
songs. He participates in concerts, recitals
and in National festivals all over Malta. He
also performs regularly to His Excellency
The President of Malta.

Aquilina has sung principal roles in
Madama Butterfly, Cavalleria Rusticana, La
Vedova Allegra, La Principessa della
Czarda, L’ Acqua Cheta, Il Paese dei
Campanelli, and Chess (together with The
Kurgan Symphony Orchestra). Other roles
include Otello (Cassio), Madama Butterfly
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(Goro), Macbeth (Malcolm), Norma (Flavio),
Rigoletto (Borsa), Tosca (Spoletta), I Martri
(Peralta), Compostella (Pietro) and The
Maltese Cross (Delegate).

His concert appearances include Orff’s
Carmina Burana, Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony, Puccini’s Messa di Gloria,
Mozart’s Coronation Mass, Requiem and
Missa Brevis and Handel’s Messiah,
amongst others.

In 2002, Joseph participated in The April
Spring Friendship Arts Festival, held in
Korea where he was honored with ‘The
Silver Cup and Diploma’, an award for 
distinguished solo singers. Whilst in Korea,
Joseph was commissioned by The National
Broadcasting Authority to make a recording,
translated specifically into English, of one
of their National Songs.

Joseph’s performances in England include
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Celebrations; a
Gala Opera Concert together with the
Trans-Opera Orchestra in Aid of Amnesty
International, St. James’s, Piccadilly,
London; the opening concert of The
Warminster Festival; and sacred concerts
in Bath and London.

In Italy, he performed in Teatro Degli
Industri, Teatro di Cecina, Il Centro
Culturale Polivalente and Piazza Matteotti.

Recently, Joseph recorded works of John
Galea and H E Mons N J Cauchi, Bishop of
Gozo, in the main studio of The Bulgarian
National Radio together with the
Philharmonic Orchestra Collegium of Sofia,
Bulgaria.

Joseph Aquilina has several CD recordings
which include works by leading composers.

Simon Wills Conductor
Simon Wills leads one of the most varied
creative lives of any musician working in
Europe today. He is a composer, conductor,
performer and scholar with a considerable
background in film and theatre. He is driven
by a passionate belief in clarity and the
idea that good, serious music should not
be dependent for its effect on obscure 
language or contrived difficulty. Or, as he
puts it “why on earth should musical 
composition be a hostile action?” It is a
philosophy that has resulted in his tuneful,
atmospheric anti-modernist work being 

widely performed, especially in Germany,
Austria and the USA.

2005 has largely been taken up with the
creation of two major works: Symphony for
Strings, completed in July, will tour South
America with performances in Rio di
Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Caracas, Sao Paulo
and Montevideo, played by the Balthasar-
Neumann Ensemble under Thomas
Hengelbrock. This year’s main project,
Verloc, is a full-length opera. It is a story of
terrorism to a libretto of his own: it will be
premiered at the Feldkirch Festival in May
2006 then transfer to the Vienna
Schauspielhaus for a run of performances.
Verloc will be staged by Airan Berg and
Simon Wills himself will conduct.

Like a lot of composers Wills was propelled
into conducting by the need to get his
music rehearsed. This began with his 
elaborate Concerto written for Christian
Lindberg, whose premiere he conducted in
Stockholm. Shortly afterwards he found
himself accompanying Gidon Kremer at
the Royal Festival Hall in London, as part
of Laurie Anderson’s Meltdown festival,
then directed the Chamber Orchestra of
Europe in his own overture Fourscore. This
aspect of his work has been steadily grow-
ing in recent years; he has directed a wide
assortment of ensembles in the UK, Europe
and the USA.

Alison Cox Director, UK

Alison Cox was born in 1956 and has lived
mostly in and around London all her life,
with a brief spell in Australia. She studied
composition at the Royal Northern College
of Music between 1974-8 with Dr. Anthony
Gilbert, and received occasional tuition
from Sir Peter Maxwell Davies and Sir
Lennox Berkeley. Whilst there she composed
a great deal of music for different ensembles
and events, and won a number of prizes
and awards, including the 1978 Royal
Philharmonic Society Prize for her orches-
tral piece ‘Trilithon’ and a bursary from the
Ralph Vaughan Williams Trust to study film
music with Don Banks in Australia in 1979.
This culminated in an award-winning film
‘The Outing’ (directed by Denny Lawrence)
and two television productions.

She has taught at the Purcell School for 
16 years and was appointed Head of
Composition in 1997. Over the years she
has written many works for pupils and
ensembles there. In her role as Head of
the Composition Department, Alison Cox
has developed national and international
links with many professional ensembles
and organisations including UNESCO, the
Nash Ensemble, the London Sinfonietta
and the South Bank Centre, and a very
large number of professional composers in
the UK and abroad.

In 2001 Alison Cox was appointed Artistic
Director of Endymion (formerly The Endymion
Ensemble) for whom she generated a
brand-new image and helped to re-establish
the ensemble as an active force in the 
profession.

One of her educational projects ‘The Rising
Generation’ invited talented young 
under-18 composers from all over the UK
to participate in a special symposium and
series of concerts at the South Bank
Centre. The highly successful IMPULSE

workshops, developed by Alison Cox in
collaboration with Eugene Skeef and Tunde
Jegede have been used as case studies by
UNESCO and have also featured in Music
Teacher and other educational publications
in the UK and abroad. Many of her projects
are ambitious schemes including 
professionals, specialist pupils, students
and schoolchildren all working together at
their own level of ability.

In September 2004 she was invited to
become a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Arts. In March this year Alison Cox was
invited to organise a special concert at 
Buckingham Palace as part of the Queen’s
Music day, involving outstanding young 
performers from all the specialist music
schools, conservatoires and other 
organisations in the UK.

Dorothea Sultana de Maria
Director, Malta

Dorothea Sultana De Maria was born in
Malta and holds British and Maltese
nationalities. Dorothea is widely travelled
and has been involved in charity work for
many years both at home and abroad.

Dorothea was elected to the Warminster
Town Council in 2003 and is Deputy Mayor.
She is the Chairman of the bi-annual
Warminster Music and Arts Festival.
Dorothea is behind many cultural activities,
chairs the Assembly Rooms Committee
and is a member of the Athenaeum Trust.

Dorothea has organised musical celebra-
tions in Wiltshire and London and tours of
Malta by English musicians and choirs.

Paul Gladstone Reid
Group Leader for the Caribbean countries

Paul Gladstone Reid is a versatile composer,
pianist, singer-songwriter and producer,
whose music crosses from the classical to 
the contemporary. Orchestras such as The 

London Sinfonietta, London Musici, Royal
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra, London
Session Orchestra, Ensemble Esoterica
and New World Renaissance Orchestra
have performed his work, as have gospel
choirs, Djs and opera singers.

Recent work includes the premiere of his
latest ballet score, ‘Maybe Living Is What
Its About’, for Two Pianos, Violin and Cello.
This ballet, choreographed by Ernst Meisner
(Royal Ballet), was performed by principals
& soloists of the Royal Ballet and Kirov
Ballet as part of a special 3-day programme
entitled Ballet Moves. He was also the
musical director for a hip-hop theatre 
production for the Round House, entitled,
‘To Be the 1’, which was performed at the
Bloomsbury Theatre, London.

In March he performed for HM Queen and
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh at Buckingham
Palace, with the Abantu Ensemble, for The
Queen’s Music Day. He has composed the
music for Isaac Julien’s ‘Fantom Creole/
True North’ film art installation for four
large screens and 3-D Sound, commis-
sioned by the George Pompidou Centre in
Paris. The work is now being shown 
internationally and his also being developed
into a large live performance work, including
dance by Stephen Galloway of Ballet
Frankfurt, music, literature, theatre and film.

Last year his first major ballet, Awakening,
choreographed by Ben Love, was performed
at Sadler’s Wells, London, with the Push
Festival Ballet and Orchestra, following a
summer residency at the Royal Opera
House. The London Philharmonic are 
commissioning four major works; an opera,
Ras Kaleb – a Jamaican Opera in Three
Acts, a concerto Triple Concerto for Rapper,
Turntables and Orchestra for his series
Adventures in Symphonic Hip Hop, and two
oratorios – Mysteries of Life & Death for
Gospel Choir and Baroque Orchestra.
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Patricia Rozario soprano

Born in Bombay, Patricia Rozario is the
only internationally acclaimed Indian
soprano working today. Her works spans
opera, orchestral, recitals and recording,
and has taken her to most of the world‚s
leading venues. The unique quality of
Patricia Rozario’s voice has inspired
many composers to write specifically for
her, most notably Sir John Tavener and
Arvo Pärt. 

In the UK Patricia Rozario makes regular 
appearances at the Aldeburgh, Bath,
Cheltenham, Edinburgh, Harrogate and
City of London festivals, and at London’s
Wigmore Hall and South Bank Centre.
She has appeared in recital at the Royal
Opera House, many times in concert for
the BBC Proms, and has made extensive
recordings for BBC Radio 3.

Travels abroad have taken her from
Sydney Opera House, to Moscow with the
Russian National Orchestra, to New
York’s Lincoln Centre, and all over
Europe.

On the operatic stage, she has appeared
with English National Opera, Opera North,
Glyndebourne Touring Opera, Nederlandse
Opera Stichting, Aix-en-Provence,
Antwerp, Bremen, Stuttgart Opera, and
Opera de Lyon.

Her large discography includes Songs of

the Auvergne, Haydn’s Stabat Mater,
Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia, Casken’s
Golem (a Gramophone award-winner),
recordings with Graham Johnson for the
Hyperion Schubert Series, and several
major works of John Tavener.

Patricia Rozario was awarded the OBE in
the New Year’s Honours List 2001.

Mark Troop piano

Mark Troop, pianist, broadcaster and
writer, is the founder of The Chamber
Music Company; a group devoted to 
creative performance of all types of
music. Festival appearances: City of
London, Warwick, and Norfolk and
Norwich; Mark Troop founded the CMC
Summer Solstice, bringing together
Classical and Jazz in a unique set up,
creating “The Ronnie Scotts of Classical
Music” (The Guardian).

For BBC Radio 3 Mark Troop & CMC 
created a special three-part Latin
American series relating the history and
literature of Latin America to its music. 

Mark Troop has set up several British
Council tours, to India (three times),
Spain (twice) and Latin America,
including concerts and educational work.
Recently Mark Troop has created two
new London based events: the CMC Rare
Music Series, which explores neglected
Classical repertory, and The Latin
American Roadshow, a new multi-arts
Festival dedicated to the culture of Latin
America.
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Zafar Francis
Joint group leader for the Asian countries

Founding Director of the Noor Jehan
Centre, Mr Zafar Francis has always had a
passion for bringing diverse peoples
together into relationships of freedom and
respect. London based Noor Jehan Centre,
whose patrons are Sir Cliff Richard OBE,
Ustad Zakir Hussain and Ustad Sabri Khan,
has been a hub for creativity and network-
ing for artists from many countries, most
of which are Commonwealth nations. Zafar
is active in many aspects of the voluntary
sector, including faith-based and relief and
development agencies, acting in a 
consultative capacity to agencies worldwide,
specialising in communications and lead-
ership development. Zafar lives in London
and is married with four children. He is
currently studying for an MA in Enterprise
and Management in the Creative Arts,
University of the Arts London. He is also
engaged in ongoing research into the 
contribution of Nineteenth century Urdu
scholars to the history of Modern Urdu.
He is the Chair of The Sarah Foundation
Pakistan, a registered charity.

Rosemary James MA MSc MA DIC

Joint group leader for the Asian countries 

Managing Director and co-founder of the
Noor Jehan Centre, London, Rosemary
James studied in St. Hilda’s College,
Oxford, Imperial College, London and most
recently in The School of Oriental and

African Studies, London University.
Rosemary has lectured extensively around
the world on the subject of Inter-Cultural
relations and wrote her MA dissertation on
the encounters of Somali refugees with
social environments in London. Rosemary
served in the United Nations Emergency
Operation in Darfur, Sudan, 1986 and is
often called upon to act as consultant to
organisations operating within complex,
multi-cultural community settings around
the world. Rosemary is convinced of the
transformational power of the performing
arts and the positive impact of expressed
creativity shared between communities
seeking to understand each other’s social
worlds. Rosemary believes in the importance
of equipping the emerging generation to
help humanity face the enormous 
challenges created by ‘globalisation’. She
enjoys reading, writing and travel.

Zagba Oyortey
Group leader for the African countries

Zagba Oyortey, a director of www.artsinter
link.com arts management consultants, is
a writer, an arts administrator and a 
producer who holds an MA in Arts Policy
and Management from the City University,
London and BA in Politics with Philosophy
from the University of Ghana, Legon.
Zagba is also a critic and has published
critiques of several art forms. Current
areas of interest include music and dance
for therapy, new frameworks for critiquing
African arts and strategies for developing
the creative industries.

In the last 15 years, he has worked for or
been a consultant to arts and cultural
organisations, local authorities and the Arts
Council of England. Zagba also runs 'First
Steps' an organisational development 
programme which has been used by arts
organisations in London and adapted for
groups in South Africa and Ghana. In 2001

Zagba produced 'Yaa Asantewaa, Warrior
Queen' a sixty person cast musical which
toured across the UK and Ghana.

In August 2004, Zagba joined the
Observatory of Cultural Policies in
Africa/UNESCO Task Force for producing
the Cultural Indicators of Development:
Towards an African Perspective as part of
the Congress on Cultural Rights and
Human Development held in Barcelona.

Malcolm Crowthers
Art director and photographer

Malcolm has an international reputation for
his portraits of celebrated musicians,
composers, artists and others, including
parliamentarians and churchmen. His 
subjects have ranged from the pop singer-
songwriter Sting to the violinist Yehudi
Menuhin, the American pop artist Roy
Lichtenstein to David Hockney, the Lord
Chancellor and the Speaker of the House of
Commons to the Archbishop of Canterbury.
One time music critic for the Daily Telegraph,
Malcolm is recognised worldwide as one of
the UK's leading photographers of classical
musicians.

He has produced more than 150 CD covers
for all the main labels, especially Hyperion
and Sony for whom he made a stained
glass window of his beloved cat Jasper.
He has been exhibited at many major
London concert venues like the Royal
Festival Hall, Royal Opera House and
Barbican Centre where 3 exhibitions were 
presented by the BBC designed by John
Bury. His work features prominently at the
BBC Proms and in international magazines
and books.

Also recognised for his architectural 
photography, he has illustrated books on 
St Paul's Cathedral, the Houses of
Parliament and three on Westminster Abbey

to which he is passionately devoted and
where he spends many days taking 
hundreds of images. With his roots in the
North Country, he is currently battling with
Durham Cathedral for a new history by
John Field to be published in 2006.

His striking image of the composer 
Sir John Tavener surrounded by ikons is 
in the National Portrait Gallery collection.

John Bury Programme designer

John Bury has been practising as a graphic
designer for forty-five years. After fourteen
years in advertising, working on some of
the classic sixties campaigns, he started
his own design consultancy in 1974.
Publicity for arts events and for music in
particular has been an enthusiasm for
many years, resulting in work for most of
the major British orchestras, for the BBC
Proms, for arts festivals and music groups
of all sizes. He also designs exhibitions,
including a long series of composer-themed
exhibitions at the Barbican Centre, starting
in Mozart’s bicentenary year. He moved
with his family to rural Shropshire in 1993,
and much of his work is now concerned
with environmental projects.
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The Commonwealth Resounds! Team
Group Leader for the African countries Zagba Oyortey
Group Leader for the Caribbean countries Paul Gladstone-Reid
Group Leaders for the Asian countries Zafar Francis and Rosemary James
Group Leader for the European countries Simon Wills
Australasia and the South Pacific Jessica Smith/Alison Cox
Maltese participants and other young people Lino Attard/Dorothea Sultana de Maria

Photographer and Art Director Malcolm Crowthers
Programme Designer John Bury

Administration (July and August) Laura Wills

Commonwealth People's Forum advice and support in Malta Louise Cutajar, Ben Rizzo
Advisor, UK and South Africa Nicky Russell
Advisor, general matters Lindy Evans

Directors

Malta Dorothea Sultana de Maria
UK Alison Cox
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MALTA PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNAL OCTOBER 6-12 2005 
by MALCOLM CROWTHERS © 

front cover Traditional village musicians, Ghaqda Folkloristika 
Tal-Qiegha, from Gharb, Gozo, in a luzzu, the characteristically Maltese
fishing boat with painted eyes believed by the ancient Phoenicians to
ward off evil spirits; Xlendi Bay, Gozo

inside front cover Karrozzini outside the Grand Master's Palace,
Old Theatre Street, Valletta

pages 2-3 Ancient hilltop walled city of Mdina

page 4 Great Siege armour 1565, the Grand Master's Palace,

Valletta

page 5 The Grand Harbour from the Upper Barracca Gardens, Valletta

page 6 Backdrop, detail, Manoel Theatre, Valletta, one of the oldest 
theatres in Europe, founded 1731

pages 8 and 10-11 Carved stone, Tarxien Neolithic Temple complex

c3000bc, Malta

pages 12-13 Traditional Gozitan village musicians from Gharb,
Gozo, in a luzzu, Xlendi Bay, Gozo

page 16 Door knocker bearing the Maltese Cross, representing the 
eight languages of the Order of the Knights of Malta; Valletta

page 17 West Door curtain, Gozo Cathedral, Victoria, Gozo

pages 18-19 Prickly Pears, Ramla Bay, Gozo, below the cave where 
in Homer's Odyssey the nymph Calypso kept Ulysses her prisoner of
love for seven years

pages 20-21 Entrance & Atrium, Centre for Creativity, St James 
Cavalier, Valletta

page 22 Commemorative plaque on facade of The Grand Master's 
Palace, Valletta, showing the award of the George Cross to Malta by
George VI on 15 April 1942

page 23 Fierce stone lion guarding the city gate of Mdina

pages 24-25 Details from painted backdrop, Manoel Theatre,
Valletta, from the Royal Opera House, Valletta, destroyed in WWII and
never rebuilt

pages 26-27 The auditorium from the stage, Manoel Theatre,
Valletta

page 28 Trompe l'oeil dome 1739, Gozo Cathedral, Victoria, Gozo

page 29 Church of Xewkija from neolithic Ggantija Temples, Gozo

page 30 Portrait of Cardinal Verdala, 52nd Grand Master of the 
Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem, the Knights of Malta,
1582-95; Palazzo Capua, Victoria Hotel, Sliema

page 31 Wrought iron gates, Gwardamangia

pages 34-35 Palazzo Capua, Victoria Hotel, Sliema

pages 42-43 St Joseph's Church, Msida, reflected in the water of 
the Yacht Marina, Pieta

page 46 Painted backdrop, detail, Manoel Theatre, Valletta

page 49 Festival banners, Valletta

page 50 Typical Maltese balconies, Valletta

page 52 Facade detail, Valletta

pages 54-55 Jerusalem Pine, Rabat Road, Malta

page 57 Cafe cat in the early morning sun, Upper Barracca 
Gardens, Valletta

pages 58-59 Karrozzin, Mdina

back cover West Door curtain, Gozo Cathedral, Victoria, Gozo
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page 6 Dr Michael Refalo, Maltese High Commissioner, London
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The Commonwealth Cultural Circle
would like to extend their 
sincere thanks to the following,
who have contributed so much
towards the success of
The Commonwealth Resounds!
Some groups, in spite of an enormous amount of effort on the part
on their organisers, have unfortunately not been able to secure
enough funding to come to Malta from their respective countries.
I feel that those who worked so hard to assist these groups deserve
also to be included in our list. We sincerely hope that their musicians
will be able to perform in future events of this kind.

The Malta Tourist Authority (for help with transport in Malta for
musicians)

Nicky Russell (for support in the UK and in South Africa)

Lindy Evans (UK) (for advice and help with logistics)

Jese Sikivou (for his extraordinary attempts in Fiji to support the 
Kadavu Choir)

Conroy Wilson, Terri-Ann Gilbert-Roberts and Michael 
Morrissey in Jamaica for their considerable efforts to enable Ashe
to participate)

UNESCO, Jamaica for sponsoring musicians from ASHE

Paul Parkinson from the British Council for his helpful advice 
concerning the Cyprus State Orchestra

Baroness Ros Scott (House of Lords, UK) for friendship, advice 
and suggestions

Sylvie Hartmann (Hathor Art Productions) for an incredible amount 
of help and advice in Cyprus

Jenny Iacovou for support and advice concerning Cyprus 

Louisa Coudounaris for help with the Cyprus State Orchestra

Margot Edwards from the ABC (Australia)

Rosemary Nalden MBE – Founder of Buskaid and Director of the 
Buskaid Soweto String Project, South Africa

Ivor Agyeman-Duah, Head of Public Affairs, Ghana High 
Commission

Sybil Cox (UK) for help promoting the international Appeal for 
Young Musicians

Andrew Murrison (MP for Warminster, UK) for advice and 
assistance

Ezri Carlebach FRSA (Head of Communications, Royal Society of 
Arts, UK) for assisting the team with contacts

Vivienne Galea Pace, Mayor, and Victoria Local Council, Gozo
for help with the concert in Gozo on November 25th

David Apap, Mayor, and Gharb Local Council, Gozo for identifying 
local musicians and helping with material for programme images

Geraldine Goh (Commonwealth Foundation, London) for a 
considerable amount of help and some brilliant ideas! 

Barbara Semple (Commonwealth Foundation, London) for help with 
logistics and information-gathering 

Michelle Mangion for helping us with Teatru Manoel organisation 
in Malta

Ludgarda Schembri from the Suncrest Hotel, Malta for her 
enthusiasm and support for the Cyprus State Orchestra and for all
the time and effort spent helping us so efficiently.

Charles Selvaggi and Annabelle Trapani Massa from the 
Park Hotel, Malta

Andy Tanti from the Victoria Hotel, Sliema, Malta for his friendship 
and interest in the project over a period of time.

Maya Lamanna, the High Commissioner’s secretary in Malta 
House, London

Miriam Attard, Executive Secretary, Rabat Local Council, Gozo

Miriam Juviler, Nick Rampley, Quentin Poole and Ian Jewel
from the Purcell School, Hertfordshire, UK

Susann Jerry and Kate Riddell from the Media Foundry, London 
for help with marketing

Edmund and Fiorella Nash for their assistance with the appeal 
for young musicians

Ben Rizzo (Malta) for his assistance with the Commonwealth 
People’s Forum events

Alex Bury for her incredible tolerance and for nurturing the 
programming team during their long hours of struggle putting it all
together! 

Louise Cutajar (Malta) for her ongoing and continuous support 
for ‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’ as Project manager of the
Commonwealth People’s Forum

Daphne Bowden (UK) for her kindness and support

Charles Sultana de Maria (Malta and the UK) for his calm kind 
consideration and help with all aspects of the project – and 
especially for sharing his great knowledge and love of Malta with so
many people from abroad and teaching them so much.

Louis, manager of Xlendi Pleasure Cruises Ltd., and to Carmelo
the fisherman in Xlendi harbour, who made the cover photograph 
possible.

Many others have helped us, too. If for any reason names do 
not appear on this list who deserve to be there we apologise 
sincerely  and stress that every bit of support given has been
appreciated and valued and will have contributed to the success
of ‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’

THANK YOU!
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