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Musicians and the Musicians�’ Union. There was also an additional £700 that Triumph Brass
managed to secure from a fundraising concert.

A very good friend of The Commonwealth Resounds, the actress Jenny Agutter who owns a
house on the island with her husband John Tham, kindly offered accommodation for 8 of us,
and her friend, Susan Ramrattan who has a travel agency on Tobago found us a bus to
transport us and our instruments around. Apart from a sizeable shortfall in money for our
airfares everything was looking good.

Jenny Agutter

I arrived at Gatwick Airport at 7am on the day of departure with some trepidation as I only
knew two of the players at all well. I needn�’t have worried, as Christian Barraclough, trumpet
player, who I had coached at the Junior RCM for several years, had taken charge straight
away and as a result made life a lot easier for me. My Tobago party consisted of:

Christian Barraclough (trumpet), Shane Brennan (Trumpet), James Pillai (Horn), Will Roberts
(Tuba), Rupert Whitehead (Trombone), Hannah Grayson (Flute) and last but not least Joe
Richards (Percussion).

Triumph Brass members, plus Joe
Richards and Hannah Grayson
relaxing after their masterclass
with young musicians in Tobago.



After an incident free flight we were met at Crown Point International Airport, Tobago by
Susan Ramrattan the provider of our transport, Tony Woodroffe the organiser of our
workshop, and Pino, a local who looked after Jenny and John�’s house.

Welcome formalities over, we boarded the bus for the 45 min ride to the North side of the
Island where Jenny�’s home was perched 300ft above the fishing village of Cascara (white
sands and Coconut palm trees) in the midst of rain forest. The journey was very twisty and
the last half a mile was on the remnants of the old coast road which is now just a steep
slippery grass track which almost proved too much for our bus but we made it at last and
unloaded our suitcases in the dark.

   

Jenny�’s house/estate is built on at least 4 different levels with a system of slippery steps
between each one. We sorted ourselves into our accommodation, 4 of us in 3 rooms by the
pool and the other 4 down below in 2 separate apartments and food was served us by Jenny�’s
lovely cleaner and cook, Quinnette, in the main house, which had a beautiful dining/sitting
room/kitchen on the 1st floor. After dinner before we went to bed I gave a small security
lecture on the advisability of keeping clothes stored off the floor and checking shoes for
scorpions in the mornings. I was warned about these things as there is no glass in the
windows making for a natural air conditioning effect and therefore one had to be flexible
about anything creeping, crawling, or flying in to share your room. Everyone was very tired
and I didn�’t really expect anyone to take any notice of my neurotic ramblings but luckily
nature was on my side and at that very moment an enormous flying beetle thing flew into
the room and landed in James (our horn player�’s) hair causing quite a lot of understandable
excitement and making the point rather succinctly, I thought!



We did not spend much time in our rooms as we were too busy in or around the pool
watching the stars or the fireflies, some of which came into my room later and gave me a sort
of Son et Lumiere display.

2 days before we were due to arrive in Tobago the T&T security services decided that, as HRH
Prince Philip was going to visit the Youth Forum in Tobago, our venue was to be requisitioned
for a security headquarters, thus leaving us with nowhere to hold our workshop!

Tony Woodroffe and his boss at the Education Department managed to find a small hall
which was partitioned into 2 halves, and we just managed to squeeze in 18 young Tobaganian
musicians and our team of 8. Despite these very difficult conditions we really did have the
most wonderful workshop with some really stimulating young people. Everyone there had a
good time and all learnt such a lot which was the real aim of the whole project.

Tony Woodroffe had assembled an ensemble which consisted of

2 violins, 1 viola, 1 cello, 2 flutes, 2 recorders, 2 clarinets, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, 1
drummer and a bass guitar played by a quiet, extremely talented young girl.



They had recently played at an event with great success so they played us their party piece, a
Christmas Carol Medley. It sounded very good although the arrangement was a little strange
as the tunes had been simplified to make it easier for them to play �– this made it a little
confusing for the listeners!

As we expected, the rhythmic playing was excellent but the players were not so good with
dynamics and variety of tone colours (�‘Silent Night�’ was the loudest we had ever heard)!

They were very responsive to suggestions from the UK students concerning watching the
music while they are playing as well as watching the conductor at the same time, thus
enabling him to shape the music better. A more vocal approach to the carols did help make
for a more lyrical performance. They seemed very happy with our constructive criticism, and
a lively question and answer session ensued which showed how bright and enthusiastic they
all were.

 

After a good long break, during which rotis were served (local delicious fast food) and
everyone got to know each other better, the UK students played a little concert �– Triumph
Brass played some jazzy numbers and Hannah Grayson (flute) and Joe Richards (djembe)
improvised a duet, all of which totally gob smacked the audience. A very talented young
trumpeter played to us and showed his technical ability and his highly musical jazz playing.
We all hoped that this student plus one or two others would get the opportunity to fulfil their
potential as musicians by going to a music college one day.



At the end of the session we retired to the bar next door for some well earned beer and then
travelled back to our wonderful accommodation in the rain forest.

Instrumental teaching in Tobago is in its infancy somewhat and there is very little history of
classical music and concerts. Tony does a magnificent job with the resources he has, but
there is a desperate need for more trained teachers with professional playing experience, for
more support from the education authorities, and more encouragement for parents of the
talented youngsters to show how vital their support needs to be. Schools and education
authorities need to be made to realise the advantages of good music programmes and what
they can do to the general health of their schools. The best players need the opportunities to
be able to attend special music schools and colleges so that they can become the performers
and teachers of the future. Let us hope that if the new symphony orchestra in Trinidad gets
off the ground, that some of the teaching and coaching opportunities provided by all those
professional musicians from all over the world will filter through to Tobago.

When we went to Trinidad we listened and marvelled at some of the magnificent Steel Pan
Bands.

The brilliant Skiffle Bunch Steel Pan Ensemble



I fantasised then at what would happen if the majority of pan players could read music. At
the moment, we understand that most of the Pan players learn their repertoire by rote and
can have up to 90 pieces in their heads at one time!! There really is so much untapped talent
on these 2 islands.

We were all very reluctant to leave Tobago as we thought that we had only just scratched the
surface and wished we had had more time to make more of an impact. From the feedback we
have already received, I know we did make a positive impression and hope something will
come out of it.

Our thanks to Jenny Agutter, Susan Ramrattan, Tony Woodroffe, and to Phonographic
Performance Ltd, The Federation of International Musicians and the Musicians Union for
making the whole trip possible and helping it to run so smoothly.
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