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A selection of Keith’s 171 different flutes from all over the world

The recent trip to Uganda was a resounding success and has proven both
inspiring and humbling for all of us British based musicians working as we do
with such a wealth of resources at our fingertips. It was truly touching to meet
with project leaders working in Uganda who essentially share our aims to
expand interest in and access to music, and therefore improve opportunities
amongst young people. I am hopeful that as a result of the trip there will be
chances to develop further collaboration with Ugandan Artists and project
leaders.

Keith working with outstanding young professional singers
Sarah Ndagire and Lucy Crowe

The ‘Diversity of the Flute’ project included a wide range of musicians from different
cultural traditions
Workshop ‘Diversity of the Flute’:
Around 50 musicians were brought together for this workshop on the 19thand
21st November, leading to the Gala Concert in the evening of Saturday 24th
November. The focus here was to share the particular expertise of each
musician with the group and allow therefore the enrichment of all individuals to
come through in the final performance.

Sarah Ndagire with a group of musicians from ‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’

Along with British students from the Purcell School, Chetham’s School of
Music and The Royal College of Music, we were lucky to have contributing
musicians such as Yebga Likoba; saxophonist from Cameroon, Sarah
Ndagire; Ugandan renowned singer, Albert Bisaso Ssempeke; master
drummer and flautist, Samuel Bakkabulindi; master drummer and the
students of the Mbale brass band.

Albert Bisaso Ssempeke

Yebga Likoba

Samuel Bakkabulindi

The richness of this experience is hard to express but there are some really
constructive things about this event that can be noted. In particular Sarah
Ndagire’s Ugandan background, coupled with her obvious musical talent
enable a fantastically fresh vocal rendering of English language standards that
she performed for the group.

Sarah Ndagire performing to the group

Participants also enjoyed working with my Ghanian colleague Jo-Jo Yates
since his musical ability and interest are coupled with a great skill in making
the Kora, the instrument that he performed during the workshop.

Jo-Jo Yates – a highly talented and multi-faceted musician

Having group leadership and instruction from a Black Guyanese/British
musician was exemplary of the diversity of musicianship in Britain and thus
refreshing for the Ugandan musicians. I think it was evident in the final
performance and looking back on the workshop just how wonderful it can be
to gather such a diverse group who regard each other with such respect on
account of each musicians individual talent.This atmosphere, along with the
beautiful outdoor setting at the Ndere Centre made this a very special day for
myself, my colleagues and all the participants.

Young professional Ugandan musicians, students and
FDNC Youth Band members working with Keith

FDNC Youth Band members and musicians from the Ndere Centre take an
active interest in Keith’s project

Cameroon meets Mbale!

“…and CUT!”

“The Ugandans managed to play my harp
– but they play it back-to-front!”
Frances Tatlow, UK

Flute Exchange!
Guyana and Uganda

The Gala Concert:

Final Dress Rehearsal
The Gala Concert presented an opportunity to display what was achieved
through the ‘Diversity of the Flute’ workshop. A 17-piece group ‘Keith Waithe’s
British-Ugandan Ensemble’ brought together traditional western instruments
played by members of The Purcell School, Chethams,The Royal College of
Music and Guildhall School of Music and Drama with traditional instruments
from Uganda played by musicians from the Ndere centre. This performance
also featured Yebga Likoba, Albert Bisaso Ssempeke, Bakka Samuel,
Meherban Gillett, Sarah Ndagire and British opera singer Lucy Crowe.
Musicians, singers and dancers performed ‘You Play Me Wayo’ (composed
by Jo Jo Yates). Directing and performing with this ensemble was so
enjoyable because of the high standard of every contributing artist.

The Gala
Concert
Performance!
Saturday November 24th

Since our return I have personally been in contact with the following
individuals;
•

Phillip Monk, Director of the Mbale Brass Band, Victoria Brown of the
Foundation for Development of Needy Communities (FDNC)
regarding the possibility of future follow-up workshops and
performance, either in Uganda or the UK. This region of Uganda is
potentially under great pressure following current unrest in Kenya and
any collaboration will obviously have a positive impact on the local
population and hopefully raise awareness of this issue.

•
•

Sarah Ndagire (Ugandan singer) regarding a possible collaboration
with the singer of my group The Macusi Players ; Helen MacDonald.

•

Albert Bisaso Ssempeke and Bakka Samuel regarding the success
of the collaboration in Uganda and their enjoyment of the events.

•

Joy Hill, Peter Harvey of The Royal College of Music and The Purcell
School and myself will explore further developments for music
education in Uganda through future performance collaborations. A
particular focus for development would be the Alpha and Omega
School, whose music director; Paul Ocol was so grateful for the
opportunity to work with us and could benefit enormously from an
increase in available resources.

Thanks should be given once again on behalf of myself and my colleagues to
‘The Commonwealth Resounds!’ for such a wonderful opportunity to be part
of this event. Cultural interaction of this kind is truly enriching for all involved
and offers a genuine chance to develop education and understanding both in
Britain and Uganda. I look forward to building on the success of this trip.
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